Prince William Area League of Women Voters of Virginia
Executive Committee Minutes


July 18, 2017
Manassas City Hall

In attendance were Carol Proven, Connie Gilman, Carol Noggle, Jessie Barringer, Jane Touchet, Barbara Amster, Linda Larson, Judy Hingle, Pamela Farrand, Jean Schwab, and member Mamie Thompson.    

Regrets: Grace White, Karen Kallmeyer

President Carol Proven called the meeting to order at 9:35 AM.  

Minutes:  The minutes of June 18, 2017 were amended, under Voter Service, to read, “We helped register 1390 High School students with the Election Office personnel, including 750 on our own (Total = 1390).

Judy Hingle made a motion to accept the minutes as amended.  It was seconded and passed.

Treasurers’ Report:  The committee reviewed income and expenditures and in-kind donations. Two annual convention reimbursements are still outstanding. The checking account balance as of June 30 was $9,638.64.  Information about the newest membership category -- Champion for Suffrage -- will be emphasized in the future.  

Jessie Barringer moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report and it was passed.

Membership: The PWC League membership roster is current and updated procedures for welcoming new members (letter, new handbook, web links) are in place.  Minutes of the LWV-VA biennial Convention are now available at www.LWV-va.org.

Legislation:  Carol Noggle discussed issues that are expected to come up in the state legislature in 2018. The LWV-VA’s major focus is on the issue of public funds in the form of Federally funded vouchers going to private schools (including online virtual schools) which might not be required to comply with non-discrimination laws. A LWV-VA task force status report on the pros/cons will be available on Sept. 22, at the LWV-VA fall workshops in Fredericksburg. A task force is working on this issue and interested members are encouraged to join. For more information, www.LWV-va.org. Recommended reading on the subject: “Funding Equity Issues, History of Federal Efforts”, by Jean Pierce. 

Carol N. noted that the LWV-VA is not concerned with state-funded charter schools which are well regulated and must be approved by local school boards. VA has 9 charter schools with 1239 students; Prince Wm. County has no charter schools; Loudoun County has 2 (although the 9 charter schools can receive Federal funds now just as our public schools do that qualify). 

Voter Registration:  We will distribute voter information at four community events and at the Inova Campus between August -October. J. Hingle mentioned that the word “non-partisan” in signage and conversation is powerful when reaching out at events.  
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Facebook and Webmaster’s Report:  No major issues since going live have surfaced. The calendar is up to date, FB has become a more useful tool to stay current on issues including what other Leagues in our area are doing. Jean Schwab noted that the LWVUS website has a malware link to our LWV-PWA website; Carol N. will ask them to remove it.

Communications: Linda Larsen and Jean Schwab discussed ideas and scheduled events.

1. Placing questions for candidates on our website prior to the elections;
2. Surveying students at HS voter registrations to identify their sources of information;
3. Asking permission to discuss with students/teachers awareness of voter issues and information; 
4.  Looking at PWC voter demographics by age compared to non-registered voters, if available. J. Hingle will look into this.  
5. Testing pop-up/spring–into-action meetings on pertinent topics to be held in homes, an idea proffered at the June meeting; and
6. Sponsoring project-oriented voluntarism activities. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The book group discussion on “Hillbilly Elegy” by J.D. Vance is set for July 22, and Connie Gilman will lead the discussion. The next book for discussion is “Ratf*ked: The True Story Behind the Secret Plan to Steal America’s Democracy”, information to follow. 
Debates will be held, some televised, as we approach elections. Gubernatorial candidates will debate on Mon., Oct. 9, at 8:00 PM. (Sadly, the LWV-VA/AARP debate was canceled.)
The general meeting will be held Sept. 12 at the City Tavern in Manassas, $25/per person.
C. Proven will speak on her vision for LWV-PWA.   

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM. The next Executive Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, August 15, at Bull Run Library, 8051 Ashton Avenue, Manassas, VA 20109, at 
10:00 AM. 

Pamela Farrand, Secretary
