League of Women Voters of the Prince William Fauquier Area
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
April 18, 2023

President Janet Gorn called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.  

President’s Report:

The President announced the LWV-PWFA “Each One Bring One” recruitment has increased membership to 75. She reminded the Board that membership renewal and new member recruitment kicks off in June.  It is the number one priority, and it is not just the Membership Outreach Director’s recruitment task, but all Board Members. As the second largest county in Virginia, the League’s goal should be 125-150 versus our current 75 members.  The updated membership roster has been emailed to the board by Lisa Grant. The goal is to recruit new members through use of webinars and the League’s website where information about the league programs and activities, events, accomplishments, and current activities can be accessed.  Carol Proven commented prospective members can also ask questions and receive information in a timely manner.

The President complimented the Board on the FY-2021-2023 Leadership’s heavy investment in creative and innovative activities, to energize members to volunteer and become more actively involved in League activities and programs.  

The President announced she received and accepted an invitation from Dominion  Energy to join its “Prince William Energy Engagement Group.” The group will review proposed Dominion Energy’s future proposed Prince William County proposed projects, including electric transmission lines and substations in areas of high energy demand, to serve customers throughout Prince William County and strengthen the power grid efficiency. League participation in this group is important, because the LWV-PWFA League study group on the PWC “2040 Comprehensive Plan” includes a review of the PWC “Electrical Utility Service Plan.” 

The President recapped activities of the LWV-PWFA League’s Book Discussion Group which serves to broaden member views on issues of interest through reading both contemporary and previously published books. By being widely read, members can broaden their view and supplement their understanding of League issue studies and adopted Policy Positions.  She reported that there is a new tool available to assist Book Discussion Groups. The Prince William Library now has book kits “Book Club to Go.” 

The President reported the Committee  of 100 has reached out with a general invitation to the LWV-PWFA League to co-host candidate fora. The League has successfully co-hosted candidate fora for a number of years and has both skill and experience.  The C-100 is preparing for its Program Committee Planning for November General Election candidates in June and will get back to the LWV-PWFA on more specific proposed candidate fora plans.  

 Board consensus supported submitting a Letter to the Editor regarding “Restoring Felon Rights in Virginia,” in response to the Washington Post paper’s “VA Tightened Policy on Restoring Right to Vote” March 22 News Article. The President informed the Board that on March 23, that the LWV-PWFA President submitted a letter to the Editor of the Washington Post.  The League’s letter was subsequently printed in the March 30, 2023 Editorial Page (Page A22), Letters to the Editor, as the lead-in letter.  A similar letter was submitted to the Prince William Times and the Fauquier Times which was printed in hard copy on the “Opinion” Page Letters to the Editor, as the only letter on the page.  The Prince William Times also issued a virtual copy of the letter. 

President Gorn raised concern regarding the lack of a consistent way to store and access League historical records, photos, and documents.  These currently are scattered in various League repositories (e.g., website) and in member personal files. Per the President and Volunteer Director, the League needs a consistent way to store and  access documents. Board consensus supported issuing a SignUpGenius requesting volunteers to establish a History Committee and an Archivist to review preservation of LWV-PWFA historical records and a storage system.  

The President reported on her participation as a member of the LWVUS Delegation to the 67th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW-67) 


Minutes:

The Minutes for March 21, 2023 were approved

Director/Coordinator Reports:

New Booth Tent.  Cathy Ring reported that the new booth tent ordered was received but must be returned due to size. 

NOVEC Donation.  Still pending response.

 Membership Outreach Event NOVA Manassas.  Cathy Ring reported the League membership recruitment table will be at the NOVA/Manassas campus on April 22 and again on April 24.  NOVA will advertise via Instagram. Trish Freed and others Board members express excitement that political science and other students will have a meaningful way to access data about the League.  It was suggested we have a QR code on our website.  It was also reported that NOVA/Manassas requested the LWV-PWFA League provide a formal presentation in the fall about the League, its Mission and issue positions.

Voter Services Report.  Carol Noggle reported on a great visit with Belville Middle school, although mock election is not recommended for 6th graders, a video may be more meaningful. Registration forms were shown to students.  Discussion on new procedures in which voter to be asked which party ballot they would prefer.  PWC will have over twenty ballots during the fall election.

Biennium Meeting.  Miriam Anver reported on the status of confirming the Keynote Speaker Delegate Eileen Filler-Corn for the May 21 Biennium Meeting. 

Prince William Library Event – September National Voter Registration Day.  Acting Action/Program Director Janet Gorn reported on the status of September events, including confirmed Children’s Story Hour at six (6) libraries, confirmed author and book signing events at two (2) libraries, and still pending interest in a LWV-PWFA voter registration table at several libraries.     

Sips and Civility Board Handbook Guide.  After a Board discussion consensus supported not including the draft guide in the Handbook.   

Facts for Voters.  It was reported that the publication is now ready for printing.   

Action Items:

After Board discussion, the motion to approve the LWV-PWFA League cooperative partnership with the Committee of 100 was tabled.

After Board discussion, the motion to approve the LWV-PWFA League cooperative partnership with the Prince ‘William Library system and the Fauquier County Library System was tabled.

After Board discussion, the motion to approve a Booth tent banner and moto was tabled pending further research.  

Nominating Committee Report:

Chair Ruthanne Litchford report the Nominating Committee had completed its tasks and the following core Board of Directors Officer and Director candidates’ are to be proposed for election at the Biennium Meeting.



Officers:
President                                         Pat Reilly
Vice President                                Kim McCusker
Recording Secretary                      Barbara Greiling
Treasurer                                        Trish Freed                                                              

Directors:
Voter Services Co-Directors         Laura Feld-Mushaw & Carol Proven
Volunteer Director                               Judy Hingle
Membership Records Director           Jane Touchet
Membership Outreach Director         Catherine Ring
Action/Program Director                     Carol Noggle
Meeting Co-Directors                           Cynthia Chambliss & Sheila Arrington                                         

Non-elected Officer:
The Ex-Officio Officer:                           Janet Gorn

Meeting was adjourned at 8:45.

Submitted by:
Cynthia Chambliss
Recording Secretary


